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Old Trunk Turns Out to 


PICTON: (Staff) — Les 
Adams had several trunks 
filled with “treasures” which 
would send stamp collectors 
and historians beating a path 


to his door. 

He started to burn them, 
and then, noticing some old 
letters, decided to take a 
second look. 

What he burned is gone 
forever. But what he saved 
should make stamp collectors 
quiver with excitement. Some 
of the letters are more than 
100 years old. 

They bear Queen Victoria 
stamps, with unique cancella- 
tions and postal marks which 
make them rarer still. They 
are complete with the letters, 
mailed from school children 
in England to their parents in 
Upper Canada. 

Some of the letters were 


mailed before envelopes came 
into common usage, and the 
letter paper is folded like an 
envelope, sealed with sealing 
wax, with the address and 


stamps on the reverse side 
when the letter is opened up. 

One of the unusual addres- 
ses, on a letter which will be 
100 years old this September, 
is: 

Wm, Mullett 

Huntington 

Upper Canada 
North America 
Via Halifax. 

As an afterthough, the sen- 
der tagged on the bottom of 
the envelope, ‘‘Try Moira.” 

Evidently, the postal people 
did try Moira and the letter 
reached its destination. Can- 
cellation marks trace the let- 
ter’s journey. Among those 
which can be distinguished 


Union street here, 


are Montreal, Belleville, West 
Huntington and Halloway. 

One of the letters has no 
stamps, and it appears the 
postmaster’s initials were 
enough to send it on the way. 

On another letter, it looks: 
as someone took the trouble 
to make his own stamp. Two 
circles were drawn, a smaller 
one inside the other. Inside is 
written, faintly readable, 
“Baker Hill. Canada. April 
23, 1843.’ If it was supposed 
to be a stamp, it must have 
worked because there is no 
other evidence of stamps on 
it. 

Mr, Adams, who lives at 67 
received 
possession of the trunks when 
his sister died in February at 
Crookston, near Madoc. 

“She kept everything,” Mr. 
Adams said, ‘‘She never 
threw anything away.” 


1962 


Mr. Adams’ sister, Cora, 
married Clarence Mullett in 
1902. Most of the letters in 
the collection were mailed to 
members of the Mullett fam- 
ily. 

The Mulletts, Quakers by 
religion, came to Canada in 
1834 and first settled in Len- 
nox and Addington, Then they 
moved to Huntington, and 
many descendants of the fam- 
ily still live in that area. They 
sent their children back to 
school in England, and it is 
their letters that Mr. Adams’ 
sister faithfully tucked away 
over the years. 

Another item of interest 
which Mr. Adams saved from 
his sister’s possessions is a 
supplement to the Denver 
Republican, dated July 21, 
1883, printed on wallpaper. 

The supplement is ‘‘an ex- 


act counterpart typographic- 
ally, and in quality of paper 
used on the famous number 
of the ‘Daily Citizen,’ issued 
at Vicksburg the day before 
the surrender of the town to 
General Grant.” The Daily 
Citizen was printed on the 
reverse side of wallpaper, 
and was filled with civil war 
news. 

Among the stories is one 
headed ‘‘Good News” and for 
a glimpse of old-style news- 
paper writing, it reads: 

“In devoting a large por- 
tion of our space this morn- 
ing to Federal intelligence, 
copied from, the Memphis Bul- 
letin of the 26th, it should be 
remembered that the news, 
in the original truth, is white- 
washed by the Federal Pro- 
vost Marshal, who desires to 
hood-wink the poor Northern 
white slaves. 
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“The former editors of the 
Bulletin being rather pro- 
southern men, were arrested 
for speaking the truth when 
truth was unwelcome to Yan- 
keedom, and placed in the 
chain gang working at War- 
renton, where they now are. 
This paper at present is in 
duress, and edited by a pink- 
nosed, slab-sided, toad-eating 
Yankee, who is a lineal c-- 
scendant of Judas Iscari . 
and a brother germain of ti 
greatest Puritanical, syco- 
phantic, howling scoundrel un- 
hung — Parson Brownlow. 
Yet, with such a character, 
this paper cannot cloak the 
fact that Gen. Rob’t E, Lee 
has given Hooker, Milroy & 


Co., one of the best and sound. | 
est whippings on record, and 
that the ‘galorious Union’ is 


now exceedingly weak in the 


knees.” : 
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